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#GridFWD

“Taking charge of the opportunities and challenges in today’s electrical grid requires the 
commitment and participation of organizations across the region. GridFWD is unique in its 
collaborative model that focuses on inclusiveness and shared outcomes. We’re very excited 
about the enthusiasm from our sponsors, speakers, Grid Forward members, and the group 
that will be with us in Seattle. Join us!” 

– BRYCE YONKER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND CEO, GRID FORWARD

Come to GridFWD 2019 and  
Help Accelerate Grid Innovation
GridFWD 2019 is the premier event for accelerating the 
path for solutions that transform the regional energy 
system. Join us for two full days of keynotes, discussions 
and collaboration organized around the top priorities of 
our electric grid - plus a full day of training and tours to 
see first-hand new technology and deployments for  
grid modernization.

This year’s event will build on the success of the inaugural 
GridFWD 2018 in Vancouver, B.C. at which leaders from 
national utilities, solution providers, regulatory agencies, 
governments and other stakeholders came together to plot 
the best paths to progress the region’s energy systems. 

Over a dozen CEOs from major utilities will be presenting. 
Shouldn’t you be there?

Join your peers for  
up-close tours and 
training on the first day.

TOURS

Tour the University of Washington 
Clean Energy Center

Visit the Amazon Spheres and other 
Amazon facilities and discuss voice 
services, data center siting, AI and 
machine learning, and more

Tour the new Denny substation of 
Seattle City Light and learn about 
its modern solutions

WORKSHOPS

Attend the GridFWD Consumer 
Engagement workshop with Patty 
Durand, President & CEO of Smart 
Energy Consumer Collaborative

Join a discussion about pathways 
for capacity sufficiency with 
regional stakeholders

Register at bit.ly/GridFWD2019 • Presented by Grid Forward, GridForward.org. Become a member!
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12:30-1:15pm
Networking  

Lunch

8:30am
Keynotes
10:45am-5:00pm
Sessions

3:00pm
Networking  

Break

10:15am
Networking  

Break

12-1:30pm
Networking  

Lunch

3:30-5:00pm
Speed Pitches
5:00-6:00pm
Keynotes + Follow-on 
Workshops & Group 
Discussion
6:00pm
Grand Reception
Benaroya Hall Auditorium

OCTOBER

8

8:30am
Keynotes
10:40am-3:00pm
Sessions + Speed Pitches  
and Breakouts

3:00pm
Conclusion

10:15am
Networking  

Break

OCTOBER

9

The heads of three 
Seattle-area utilities 
share the stage and 
their visions looking 
forward.

Three distinct themes 
are woven throughout 
the sessions taking 
place in Benaroya Hall 
across both days.

Round-table 
discussions give 
attendees the chance 
to roll up their sleeves 
and bring up their 
concerns.

High-profile keynotes 
paint the picture of 
how our region is 
moving forward in the 
key challenges and 
opportunities in grid 
modernization.

Several networking 
breaks and buffet-
style lunches provide 
refreshment and the 
chance to strengthen 
connections among 
industry leaders.

#GridFWDRegister at bit.ly/GridFWD2019 • Presented by Grid Forward, GridForward.org. Become a member!
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GridFWD 2019 Plenary and Keynote Sessions
Our featured sessions for 2019 cut across many of the driving factors 
shaping the grid. Hear from utility and industry leaders on what is taking 
our energy system ahead. 

Register at bit.ly/GridFWD2019 • Hosted by Grid Forward, GridForward.org. Become a member!
#GridFWD

Emeka 
Anyanwu 
Seattle CIty 
Light

Maria Pope 
Portland 
General 
Electric

Anita Decker 
NWPPA

Ryan Popple 
Proterra

Jackie Flowers 
Tacoma Public 
Utilities

Juliet 
Rothenberg 
Google

Josh Gould 
ConEd

Brien Sheahan 
Chair, Illinois 
Commerce 
Commission

John Haarlow 
SnoPUD

Debra Smith 
Seattle City 
Light

Mary Kipp  
El Paso 
Electric

Wade Troxell 
Mayor, City of  
Ft Collins

Mark Kolesar 
Chair, Alberta 
Utilities 
Commission

Bud Vos 
Enbala

Gabe Mika 
Sempra 
Utilities 

Kimberly 
Harris  
Puget Sound 
Energy

Initial Confirmed Moderators and Speakers  

October 8
Aligning Modernization Efforts  
to Overall Utility Strategy
John Haarlow, CEO and GM, Snohomish County PUD
Jackie Flowers, CEO, Tacoma Public Utilities
Debra Smith, GM & CEO, Seattle City Light

Capturing the Promise of Electrification 
Emeka Anyanwu, Energy Innovation & Resources 
   Officer, Seattle CIty Light
Ryan Popple, CEO, Proterra

Autonomous Vehicles and the Grid
Speaker to be announced

Avoiding Death by Pilot
Josh Gould, Utility of the Future, ConEd

Lessons from Alberta
Mark Kolesar, Chair, Alberta Utilities Commission

Digital Strategy and Innovation Applied
Gabe Mika, Manager Digital Strategy & Innovation, 
Sempra Utilities 

Google Deep Mind and AI for Deep Decarbonization
Juliet Rothenberg, DeepMind Product Manager, Google

Analytics in Practice
Speaker(s) to be announced

October 9
Special Guest Keynote

Deep Decarbonization and the Role of Modernization
Mary Kipp, CEO, El Paso Electric
Maria Pope, CEO, Portland General Electric

Models that Embrace the Best Solutions
Brien Sheahan, Chair, Illinois Commerce Commission

Modernization Lessons from Around the Globe
Bud Vos, CEO, Enbala with guests TBA

Lessons from Public Power on Deep Modernization
Anita Decker, Former Executive Director, NWPPA
Wade Troxell, Mayor, City of Ft Collins

Making the Business Case
Speakers to be announced

  Click Here for More Details
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Rich Barone 
HECO

Obadiah 
Bartholomy 
SMUD

Sally 
Jacquemin 
OSI

Bruce Nilles 
Rocky 
Mountain 
Institute 

Andrea Pratt 
City of Seattle 

Jigar Shah 
Electrify 
America

Uzma Siddiqi 
Seattle City 
Light

Stefan Bird 
PacifiCorp

Initial Confirmed Moderators and Speakers

Theme 1 Success is out there. We’ll bring the best together under this theme: recent 
industry insights, successes and concerns. The sessions will start with a 
broad assessment across transmission and distribution, and then dive into 
the current state of DERMS, DERs, interoperability, cybersecurity and more.

October 8-9 Sessions
•	 Where Will the Transformation Happen? Perspectives From Wholesale, 

Transmission, and Distribution.
•	 Who Will Actually Build a Real DERMS?
•	 Oh DER!: Utilities and DER Providers Talk about How They Can Work 

Better Together
•	 Solution Matchmaker: What’s the Celebrity DER Coupling?
•	 Deep Decarbonization Cage Match
•	 Interoperability - What Works in the Field
•	 Where to Get a Toe Hold in Resilience
•	 Cybersecurity: How Can We Be Ready? And Ready For What?
•	 Is Dedicated Spectrum a Telecom Breakthrough?

ADDITIONAL SPEAKERS
Brian Foster Leo Cybersecurity
Rajit Gadh PhD, UCLA
Kyle Garton AutoGrid
Devin Hampton UtilityAPI

Tina Jayaweera NWPCC 
Jeremy Klingel Black and Veatch
Andy Marshall Landis+Gyr
Om Moolchandani AutoGrid

Will Rambo POWER Engineers
Scott Reeves Cadmus
Viral Trivedi GE
Naren Yendluri Sunrun

Register at bit.ly/GridFWD2019 • Presented by Grid Forward, GridForward.org. Become a member! #GridFWD

  Click Here for More Details

Theme organizers: Josh 
Keeling, Portland General 
Electric; Rahul Kar, Auto-Grid; 
David Smith, Grid Forward
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Theme 2 It takes more than software, sensors and switches to run the digital utility. 
External factors in the market impact progress for grid modernization, 
and these dynamics are leading to developments in the ways that 
business is conducted. Take part in an exploration of the latest trends in 
business models and energy markets that support grid modernization, 
the expansion of renewable energy commitments, and the evolution of 
regulatory frameworks.

October 8-9 Sessions
•	 Getting Started In The EIM: Updates From the Field
•	 How Renewable Energy Commitments Are Shaping Markets
•	 Grid Modernization and the Platform Economy
•	 The New Infrastructure Investment Landscape
•	 Regulation and Innovation
•	 Capital Efficient, Capacity Sufficient
•	 Worlds Merging Between Distribution Operations & Planning
•	 Getting to Gigawatts of DER

Initial Confirmed Moderators and Speakers
Stina Brock 
Electron 

Therese 
Hampton 
PGP

Brian 
Hannegan 
Holy Cross 
Energy

Carl Linville 
Regulatory 
Assistance 
Project

Shawn 
Marshall  
LEAN Energy

Aram 
Shumavon 
Kevala

James Sprinz 
Bloomberg 
NEF 

Chris 
Villarreal 
PluggedIn 
Strategies

Initial Confirmed Moderators and Speakers

#GridFWD

ADDITIONAL SPEAKERS
Jeff Beale Honeywell 
Mark Dyson RMI
John Gibson Avista
Graham Horn Enbala
Josh Keeling Portland General Electric

Kristina Kelly DNV-GL
Steve Kerns Bonneville Power 
Administration
Martin Milani Sunverge
Vidya Vankayala Powertech Labs

Check out GridFWD.com 
for the latest speaker 
updates and information.

  Click Here for More Details

Theme organizers: Ron 
Nelson, Strategen; John 
Gibson, Avista; Cameron 
Brooks, E9 Energy Insight
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Larry 
Bekkedahl 
PGE

Jeff Cook  
BPA

Scott Corwin 
NWPPA

Andrew Dillon 
West Monroe 
Partners

Patty Durand 
SGCC

Ralph 
Kappelhoff 
Amazon Web 
Services

Michael Pesin 
U.S. Dept of 
Energy

Alison 
Silverstein 
Alison Silverstein 
Consulting

Initial Confirmed Moderators and Speakers  

Theme 3 You can teach an old dog new ways to match customer expectations with 
organizational priorities. This theme will walk the walk, exploring ways 
of creating a culture that embraces and supports innovation, including 
discussions on how to shape the right teams and drive successful pilots 
into full deployment. Come share and delve into specific topics to reinvent 
your organization.

October 8-9 Sessions
•	 On the Ground - How to Shape the Right Team and Skills
•	 Implementing Change Within an Organization - Centralized and 

Decentralized Approaches 
•	 Embracing the Voice of the Customer
•	 Expanding Early Success into Full Deployment
•	 Creating a Culture that Embraces Innovation

#GridFWD

  Click Here for More Details

Theme organizers: Ryan 
Fedie, BPA; Tom Martin, 
TROVE; Lauren Bhaskar, 
Burns & McDonnell

ADDITIONAL SPEAKERS
Booga Gilbertson Puget  
Sound Energy
Tom Martin TROVE
Jessica Matlock La Plata Electric
Heather Rosentrater Avista

“GridFWD has brought together the right people to 
engage on the right critical topics at exactly the right 
time. Participating in 2018 helped our team meet a 
great cross-section of industry leaders and it is exciting 
to see everyone pushing these important  
initiatives forward.” 

– JAMIE STAPLES, GOOGLE

Register at bit.ly/GridFWD2019 • Presented by Grid Forward, GridForward.org. Become a member!
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GridFWD 2019 in 
Beautiful Benaroya Hall

October 8-9

Located near the waterfront in Seattle, Benaroya Hall is the perfect 
setting for dynamic presentations and in-depth discussions about grid 
modernization in our region.This is not your familiar mega-hotel or 
convention center - GridFWD 2019 will feel and educate you in an entirely 
new way, building understanding and connections that no other event can.

Benaroya Hall opened its doors in 1998 as a home for the Seattle Symphony. It houses two performance halls and public meeting 
spaces  in a complex that is thoroughly integrated into downtown Seattle. Occupying an entire city block at the very core of the 
city, the development celebrates the vital role of performance events while serving as a major component of Seattle’s downtown 
revitalization. The address is 200 University Street, Seattle.

Benaroya Hall, 200 University Street, 
Seattle, WA

You have several ways to get to downtown Seattle and Benaroya Hall,  
and make the most of your visit.

•	 The Fairmont Olympic Hotel, W Seattle and Kimpton Hotel Monaco 
Seattle are just three of the many hotels within walking distance of 
Benaroya Hall.

•	 If you fly to the event, Sound Transit’s Link light rail is the easy way from 
Sea-Tac Airport to downtown Seattle.

•	 The Downtown Seattle Transit Tunnel, served by bus and light rail, has a 
stop just below the Hall (University Street Station).

•	 Event parking at Benaroya Hall is just $16/day.
•	 Once you’re there, you have a short walk to Pike Place Market, the 

Seattle Art Museum and the rest of downtown. Uber and Lyft can whisk 
you to Seattle Center, the waterfront and much more.

#GridFWD

Register today at  
bit.ly/GridFWD2019
Early-bird rates are available until August 1, 2019

Register at bit.ly/GridFWD2019 • Presented by Grid Forward, GridForward.org. Become a member!
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Join Our 2019 Supporters 
 
These industry leaders have committed to supporting GridFWD 2019.  
Make sure your organization is among them.  

Would you  
like to support  

GridFWD 2019? 
Contact Bryce Yonker at  
bryce@gridforward.org

Grid Forward brings together diverse stakeholders to educate and collaborate 
with one another to identify, replicate and scale successful approaches to 
modernizing our regional grid. We provide information and community to 
help leaders create pathways for electric grid modernization via advanced 
technology, policy progress and business innovation. Learn more and join our 
member-based industry organization at www.gridforward.org.

#GridFWD

Lead 

Premier

Supporting

Register at bit.ly/GridFWD2019 • Presented by Grid Forward, GridForward.org. Become a member!
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Go Forward 
October 7-9, 2019  
Benaroya Hall 
Seattle, WA

Why attend GridFWD 2019?
•	 Training on industry-specific topics
•	 Grid modernization tours around Seattle
•	 Noteworthy keynote speakers
•	 Deep-dive presentations on best practices
•	 Interactive discussions
•	 Facilitated networking opportunities

Contact:
Bryce Yonker
Executive Director &  
CEO Grid Forward 
Producer of GridFWD 2019
bryce@gridforward.org 
503.522.6101

Photo credits: Good Free Photos (Seattle) Andrew A Smith (Benaroya Hall), SounderBruce (Amazon 
Spheres), Avista, Ge Power Digital, Powertech Labs and Terry Oliver.

“ Seattle is pleased to host the 2019 GridFWD conference. We look forward to the diverse 
audience coming together who are all working on opportunities for smarter management 
of regional energy systems. And we will be happy to share many of the lessons we are 
learning on our pathway to modernization. ” 

– DEBRA SMITH, GENERAL MANAGER & CEO, SEATTLE CITY LIGHT

Presented by: Register at bit.ly/GridFWD2019
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